PROPOSED:
16-Hour Marathon/Telethon/ Web-a-thon Jazz Concert for NOLA

WHAT:
A non-stop, 16-hour jazz concert presented by the students in the jazz program

WHERE:
Gaffney Auditorium- Concert location/pledge central


M180- Refreshments for performers and concert organizers


M387- Room for rest and recuperation (sleeping bags) with movies shown in the dark on the large screen


M385- Warm-up room for performers


M287-
 Absolute quiet room for sleep (sleeping bags)


Faculty Cafeteria (or M180)- Saturday morning breakfast


No areas of the building other than those rooms in the music building would be used. 




WHEN:
The marathon concert would begin with our Fall Jazz Concert at 7:30 p.m. on Friday night, November 30, and end at 11:30 a.m. the next morning, December 1.

WHY NOW (so soon):  The stage is only setup with full sound/television for jazz concerts three times a year. Our Jazz Festival is on a Saturday night, so playing on a Sunday morning is not an option. The Spring Jazz Concert is after the trip to New Orleans. If this fund-raiser is to be done, it must take place as part of the Fall Jazz Concert.
HISTORY:
This would be the 5th marathon event I have organized.  In 1978, I received a national community service award presented by the Jaycee organization for designing and executing a creative event that involved both young people and adults. The Lakewood Jaycees participate alongside our band students in planning and executing our 24-hour marathon concert. The documentation of our project was published and distributed to every Jaycee chapter in the country and resulted in numerous similar events taking place around the country that had Jaycees and young school musicians working together in a common cause. It was very exciting.


The marathons I have organized based on that documentation/planning have been…


1977: A 24-hour band concert to raise money for a trip to England by my Lakewood High School (Ohio) Marching Band. The event raised $12,000 using 280 marching band members. 


1980: A 16-hour softball game played by my band members in Lakewood, Ohio to raise money for new band uniforms. The event raised $5,000 using fifty band member volunteers. 

1986: A 16-hour synthesizer ensemble concert in McGee Theater to raise money for travel expenses for our NTHS Synthesizer Ensemble’s trip to perform at the international convention of the International Association of Jazz Educators in Atlanta, GA. The event raised $3,000 using nine synthesizer ensemble members.

1995: A 16-hour jazz concert/telethon in Gaffney Auditorium to raise money for travel expenses for Jazz Ensemble I’s concert tour of Europe. The event raised $8,000 using eighty jazz students.

WHY:


1. To provide Jazz Ensemble I members the promised opportunity to raise money to help pay for their individual trip cost to New Orleans in March. This type of fund-raiser uses their talents to generate funds rather than selling junk that they don’t really want to sell and people don’t really want to buy (ex. candy, pizza, sausage, magazines, etc.)

2. To raise money for the general tour fund to help lower the cost of the trip for every member of the jazz ensemble going on the trip, assuming those same students participate in this marathon concert fund-raiser.

2. To bring local awareness through the live TV (and possibly radio) broadcast, and international awareness through the webcast about the current needs of the student and professional musicians of New Orleans and our student’s desire to help by providing used instruments.

3. To provide more opportunities for Jazz Ensemble I to run our concert program multiple times in front of a live audience before we perform it at the Midwest International Band Clinic in December.

4. To generate interest in our Midwest Clinic concert in the instrumental music education community via the Internet, which would translate into a larger audience for our actual Midwest Clinic performance in December.

5. To provide authentic leadership opportunities with significant responsibilities for students to plan and execute various portions of the marathon.

6. To provide an opportunity for several of our “sender school” jazz ensembles to participate by performing in a Saturday morning special guest time slot.

7. To provide a learning experience for students who perform in a Sight-Reading Big Band. This band would also be open to participation by community members and parents!

8. To provide an opportunities for the students in the jazz program who are not going to New Orleans to significantly contribute to the success of the tour and thus feel more a part of this year’s NOLA project.

WHO:
The event would primarily be the responsibility of the members of Jazz Ensemble I. Any other student in the jazz program would be welcomed and encouraged to participate in anyway they chose.

Jazz parents would be needed to help with security, lobby/ticket sales, and refreshments throughout the event. We would depend on the parents of Jazz Ensemble I members rather than the Fine Arts Association. If Jazz Ensemble I parents are not interested in significantly helping, then this fund raiser will not be able to take place.

No special personnel or involvement from Physical Plant Services beyond what they normally do for a jazz concert would be required. A Para-Pro would be hired and paid for from fund raising funds to be in the music building at all times during the event. Stage Techs will not be needed following the completion of the Fall Jazz Concert.

No music department faculty members other than myself would be required or requested to assist with the event, however any and all are welcome to participate if they wish. For example, there will be times throughout the event for guest performers to assume responsibility for various performance slots. A choir or small group, swing choir, woodwind/brass ensembles or any other school groups would be welcome to claim one of the eleven 30-minute slots if they so desire.

HOW:


1. Fall Jazz Concert tickets ($4) would be good for the entire event. Wristbands would be given to anyone for re-entry for who needed to leave the building.

2. Jazz Ensemble I students (or any other jazz students) would take pledges for each hour of the marathon concert.

3. A student going on the NOLA trip could either chose to donate their entire pledge receipts to the “General Tour Fund” which will be used for contingencies and/or to lower the cost of the trip for all who participate in the marathon, or chose to have 20% of what they raise in pledges go to the tour fund, allowing them to have the remaining money go directly into their individual tour account.

4. No students of an age affected by the township’s curfew laws would be allowed to leave or enter the building once the concert starts unless an adult accompanied them.

5. Participating students would be required to sign an agreement that they would be in school on Monday unless they were genuinely sick with an appropriate note by their parents.

6. The concert would be broadcast live on our cable TV channels, Internet and, if possible, on WNTH. 

7. Pledges for donations or used musical instruments would be accepted in the auditorium, called in to a backstage phone, or received by email.

8. Non-Jazz Ensemble I jazz students could participate in one or all of the four sight-reading bands that would perform four times throughout the event.

9. Four performances of Jazz Ensemble I’s Midwest Clinic concert, eleven guest performer(s) slots, and four sight-reading bands would fill the 16 hours.

10. All jazz students would be encouraged to participate in this project by volunteering to be on one or more committees, or to be in charge of a committee or activity.  If more than one student wants to be in charge of a certain area I will conduct “job interviews’ to help me make the decision. Below are the student committees that need members and student directors.

a. Public Relations/Media

b. Fall Concert Ticket Sales

c. Masters of Ceremonies (4-hour shifts)

d. Guest performer coordination

e. Marathon T-Shirt Sales

f. Live donations/pledge coordination

g. Sight-reading Big Band coordination (music and players)

h. Soundtraks coordination (video and audio engineers)

11. Parents are needed in four areas to allow the students to focus on performing. Below are the parent committees that need members and directors.

a. Security (Auditorium and music building)

b. Refreshments (M180)

c. Breakfast (M180 or Faculty Cafeteria)

d. Ticket and Lobby sales (Auditorium)

The event would/could have the following general schedule, subject to change.


7:30- 9:30 p.m.
Fall Jazz Ensemble Concert

9:45- 10:15 p.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #1 (Guest performer slots are for 
      
possible “Alumni Jazz Ensemble”, Swing Choir, other NT 
   
groups, combos, or solo artists. All must be approved by Mr. 
   
Warrick)


10:30- 11:30 p.m.
Sight-Reading Big Band Slot #1


11:30- Midnight
Guest performer(s) Slot #2


Midnight- 1 a.m.
Jazz Ensemble I performs their Midwest Clinic concert (Take 1)


1:00- 1:30 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #3


1:30- 2:30 a.m.
Sight-Reading Big Band Slot #2


2:30- 3:00 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #4


3:00- 4:00 a.m.
Jazz Ensemble I performs their Midwest Clinic concert (Take 2)


4:00- 4:30 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #5


4:30-5:00 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #6


5:00-6:00 a.m.
Sight-Reading Big Band #3


6:00- 6:30 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #7


6:30-7:00 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #8


7:00- 8:00 a.m.
Jazz Ensemble I performs their Midwest Clinic concert (Take 3)


8:00-8:30 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #9  (Possible “sender school” jazz 
   
ensemble)


8:30- 9:00 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #10 (Possible “sender school” jazz 
    
ensemble) 


9:00-10:00 a.m.
Sight-Reading Big Band #4


10:00- 10:30 a.m.
Guest performer(s) Slot #11 (Possible “sender school” jazz 
    
ensemble)


10:30- 11:30 a.m.
Jazz Ensemble I performs their Midwest Clinic concert (Take 4)


11:30 a.m.
Marathon/Telethon/Web-a-thon ends

HANDOUT TO STUDENTS IN THE JAZZ PROGRAM.

As you know, our Jazz Ensemble I plans to travel to New Orleans this Spring Break to deliver used instruments to the schools that were wiped out by Hurricane Katrina, and to help build a house in “Musician’s Village” located in the Upper 9th Ward with Habitat for Humanity. An undertaking such as this needs travel funds and support from more people than those going on the trip. As a member of the jazz studies program, please consider this an invitation to help us help others.
We aspire to plan and execute a non-stop 16-hour marathon/telethon/web-a-thon jazz concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. with the Fall Jazz Concert on November 30, and ending the next morning at 11:30 a.m.  We need and will use every jazz student who wants to help produce this massive undertaking.

Here are the ways you can help…


1. Perform in this telethon in a Sight-Reading Big Band that will perform from 
10:30 –11:30 p.m., 1:30- 2:30 a.m., 5:00-6:00 p.m., and 9:00-10:00 a.m.

2. Perform in one of the eleven “Guest Performer Slots” throughout the night.

3. Work behind the scenes taking donations over the phone or online.

4. Assist with publicity and media contacts in the weeks preceding the marathon.

5. Work a 4-hour shift as a “Master of Ceremonies” introducing acts and keeping things running on stage.

6. Help Soundtraks as a camera operator.

Every person who participates in this project will be required to use a Sponsor Sheet and get friends and family to donate some amount of money per hour of the marathon/telethon/web-a-thon. These funds will go toward the expenses of taking our jazz ensemble to New Orleans.

Some of the details/rules: You will not be allowed to leave the building once the concert starts if you are under 18 and subject to curfew laws. You can rest (sleeping bags) in room M387 while movies are being played on the theater screen, or sleep in quiet in room M287.  There will be refreshments during the night and breakfast on Saturday morning provided by parents. There will be parent and Para-Pro security in place throughout the event. Everyone buying a ticket to the Fall Jazz Concert will be given a wristband allowing them to return to the marathon as they wish.

STUDENT SECTION:


NAME: __________________________
JAZZ ENSEMBLE:  J1    Lab   CJE     FJE

Your age on Nov. 30: _______
Email address: ________________

(Initial) ______ I wish to participate in the 16-Hour Marathon/Telethon/Webathon Jazz Concert on Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 2007, to help raise money and awareness for Jazz Ensemble I’s service trip to New Orleans.

Check all the committees in which you wish to participate. CIRCLE the activities in which you wish to be the student IN CHARGE. “Job Interviews” will be held to determine the students in charge of a particular committee.

_____
Public Relations/Media (Contact newspapers and television)


_____
Ticket Sales (Oversee the selling of tickets in the jazz ensembles)


_____
Masters of Ceremonies (Work a 4-hour shift announcing the acts and keeping 
            things organized on stage and the concert moving along)

_____
Guest Performer Coordination (Help locate guests to perform in one of the eleven 
30-minute slots throughout the night. There will be rules to govern the type of groups or individuals we will accept to perform, and Mr. Warrick has the final say on approval.)

_____
T-Shirt Sales (Organize and distribute special concert participant T-Shirts) 

_____
Live Donations/Pledge Coordination (Answer the phone and respond to emails to 
take pledges from people watching on TV or the Internet. Follow-up to collect and account for those pledges after the marathon.)

_____
Sight-Reading Band (Perform in a sight-reading band at one or several times during the marathon. Assist with music selection and distribution.)

_____
Soundtraks (Operate a camera or help with sound engineering both in Gaffney or 
in Soundtraks.)

REQUIRED AGREEMENT BY ALL STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATE: This activity will be exhausting. You must initial the line below indicating that you understand that your attendance at school on Monday morning will be expected.

(Initial) _____ “I will attend school on Monday morning unless there is a valid reason for my absence supported by my parents.”

PARENT/GUARDIAN SECTION:  


“I give permission for my son/daughter to participate in this 16-Hour Jazz Concert.”


___________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

Note- This fundraiser will NOT depend on the Fine Arts Association to provide parent workers since those individuals are deeply involved in the planning of this year’s Jazz Festival. If there is not a significant amount of support in the areas listed below, particularly from the parents of Jazz Ensemble I members, this activity will not be possible.

_____ “I (we) wish to help with one or more of the following activities.” (Check those that interest you, and CIRCLE any of which you would like to be in charge.)

____Security (Keep unauthorized people away from any area other than Gaffney. All participants will wear a certain colored wristband making it easy to see who is authorized to be in the performers area.)


____Refreshments (Keep room M180 stocked with appropriate snacks throughout the event.)

____ Breakfast (Prepare and serve an appropriate breakfast on Saturday morning to all involved in the execution of the event. This could number as many as 100 people.)

____ Ticket Sales and Lobby Sales (Sell and collect tickets in the lobby for the concert and throughout the entire event. This includes selling T-shirts and CDs during the Fall Jazz Concert. Students will sell them during the marathon.)

Parent(s) name(s): ______________________________________________________________

Parent e-mail address: ___________________________
Phone: _______________________

Best time to call: _______________________________

Any questions or suggestions: _____________________________________________________

